
September 30, 2021 
 
 
Dear Cocalico Community, 
 
During a public meeting on Monday, September 27, 2021, the Cocalico School Board 
discussed the possibility of holding a special meeting to examine whether or not to 
engage special counsel to provide additional legal input to the School Board regarding 
the implementation of the Universal Face Covering Order. Consideration was given to 
holding that meeting on Monday, October 4, 2021.   
 
After further investigation, it has been determined that this date will not work for such a 
meeting.  Even if the Board wished to pursue such a discussion, it is not feasible to 
gather all the necessary information by Monday, October 4, 2021.  
 
In the meantime, we wish to express appreciation to our administrators and teachers as 
they have helped us work towards compliance with the Universal Face Covering Order.  
We also wish to express appreciation for the families who have worked through their 
questions and concerns regarding the Order. The few in-person students who remain 
non-compliant and are not actively pursuing the exemption process have been given the 
opportunity to work in an alternate location if they are not willing to wear a face 
covering to attend in-person instruction.  Those students will be enrolled in our virtual 
program, Cocalico Connections, by October 5, 2021, unless they choose to return to in-
person instruction with a face covering or they choose to enroll in a homeschool, private 
school, or cyber charter school program instead.  We encourage the families of these 
children to work cooperatively with our school administrators to determine which of 
these options is best for them. 
 
We recognize this has been a difficult topic for many of our staff and families.  It has not 
been easy to lead through the challenges this Order has presented.  As we go forward, 
we ask for patience and grace during the journey in which we find ourselves.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Rev. Kevin Eshleman 
Cocalico School Board President 
 


